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2019 Election Most Expensive: CMS Report Release 

 

The 2019 Parliamentary Elections in India is estimated to be the most expensive 

elections held, ever. The front end expenditure of this election spread over seven 

phases and 75 days, is estimated as INR 60 thousand crores.  

 

These are estimated by the Centre for Media Studies (CMS), a premier research 

organization, who has been tracking elections in India and estimating expenditure 

incurred. CMS estimated earlier the expenditure of 2014 election as Rs 30,000 

crores. CMS is also known for its annual studies on corruption (India Corruption 

Studies) based on its unique PEE (perception, experience & estimation) model.  

 

CMS report on 2019 Election expenditure will be released on June 3, 2019 at India 

International Centre (IIC) from 2-5 pm, during a roundtable discussion on 

electoral reforms required for curtailing the rising costs of elections in our 

country. Eminent civil society organisations, media and constitutional experts will 

debate this issue and suggest ways to curb the same. 

 

 The report has a Foreword by Dr S Y Quraishi, former Chief Election 

Commissioner of India, who says “We cannot expect to see the next election any 

better than 2019 in terms of freeness, fairness and transparency, if the rising tide of 

criminalisation of politics and overarching influence of money in politics isn’t 

stemmed”.   

 

The report, based on secondary information, field studies and analysis,  estimates 

that Rs.700 per vote was spent in 2019 elections.  This report brings out that 

on an average, nearly Rs. 100 crores per Lok Sabha constituency has been 

spent in these elections. It also gives examples of some constituencies which had 

higher candidate expenditure (more than 40 crore) within respective states. 

 

** 

For more information, pls contact Dr P N Vasanti, info@cmsindia.org / 011-26851660, 

26864020 


